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“ "WASHINGTON Z- Ben Civilettiis a «
good soldier. When his President fxred
an honest prosecutor at the behest of a -
corrupt Congressman under mvestxoa-
tion, it was Civiletti who smothered an .
obstruction-of-justice probe; when the -
Bert Lance case required prompt ac--
tion to lead to successful prosecution, -
it was Civiletti who allowed Justice’s
feet to be dragged for three years;
when the Koreagate probe threatened
a dozen senior Democrafs in Congress,

it was politically trustworthy Ben Civi- -~

letti who contained the situation and -
saved. the day for ‘Tip O’Neill: He
eamed the job of Attorney General. ..

. So itshould come asno surprise that .

,thxsfgood soldier would willfully: wait
“until- .others.-in>a. meeting -with ‘the -
.President had -left -the. Oval .Office.
Then, safely ailone with Jimmy Carter’
~Zin what Civiletti called an “mformal

. brief’ “exchange,”. his euphemism’ fors..<
law-breakmg that rivals - “medified” -

. limited hangout" and ‘'third-rate bur- "
glary”’ — tell him succinctly what he: -
_ had to do to keep his brother out of jail.

know that Jimmy Carter was afflicted .-

" with ‘a compulsion to, make:notes as <= been. referred.*to; me by -the! White

bad as Nixon’s need for a taping sys- -

tem? Had it not been for the demands o

; dammng note into undestroyable evi

‘dence,” thex,'qmck-a.nd-dxrty dealing
“that White ‘House and Justice officials?
. had been; self—n,hteously % denying -

; . this,space last. _Sept., 30.. Democratic

: ¥ ;
i kexchange " which he refusw to con-
istrue cas an’ improper “dxscussxon,

gven “his: ‘President, “the* Pn'st Lady,
*the National Secupty Advisor and the
\Apﬁntments {Secretary*“a ~‘unique
ilegal.:u.defense -~ agamst whatever
charg&s ,might, arise out -of -their tip-
-ping off a suspect about incriminating "
evxdence in possasion ‘of t.he Justice :

"’”’ Since t.he‘goal ot the Foreign Agents -
§Registration Act {s to disclose the ac-
-tions’ and pay of ioreign agents went
Uthis ingenious reasoning,. no action to ™
jadvance that glorious cause'could be -

jconsidered an obstruction of justice — -
5. gress; the courts and the press: wﬂl

fordinarily.would, trigger. the appoint-- ;Ahave ratified the pardon of Nixon. ., 2
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+“was intended to-be *“informal” —

¥ sion into his own brother’s case seem.
. almost - passive. Some-honor still at-"]

. credentials” to serve as chief counseh

--gator of the calibre of Stanley Spor‘ﬂn

-A : ing’’. the President to appear in person

15 House Counsel ‘Lloyd Cutler: Stephen |
::How was.a poor Attorney General to —-,—Pollok writes me that he is ‘‘certain

ment of a special pro:,ecutor Escape-
hatch-22.- - .-
But in return for hlS loyalty in put-

STAT |

tmg the law through hoops to protect
the White House, the Attorney General
has been entrapped by his client’s
mindless urge to note in writing what

‘which means, in legalese, without em-
barrassing memoranda. Even so, in
the gutsy John Mitchell tradition, Ben
Civiletti has- offerred to absolve his
boss and take the blame: his belated
L= account makes the President’s intru-.

sitaches to-being a good team players. 1.
.- have grown fond of *“Baltimore Ben,”™
who has been unfailingly polite ta his
long-time Javert, and hope he gets out’
of this with no more thar guilty plea-to
. a’ misdemeanor.’ In private: practice,
thouOh not in public service, he s my
kmd of lawyer. . .
> The first test for the Senate Bxlly-
"gate Committee will be in the majori-
ty’s reaction to Senator Bob Dole’s call
for an- attorney::‘‘with:.impeccable

- If Senator Bayh accepts the;idea:of .
topflight outside ‘counsel, accompa- -
nied by the selection of a chief investi- .

‘of the S.E.C.; we will have a legitimate
_inquiry; if the aw-shucks Bayh tries to
" hog the pubhcxty to himself, we will
““have a two-ring circus. The committeée -
‘needs sober advice: talkof.‘‘requir-

is an offense to the Constitution. ; ..
<‘The Comniittee should éxamine the -
flow of information to the White. House
-from . Justice through the:law. firm:
~ recommended to Bxlly Carter by White

“that I did 'not say‘that’the case had

:House”’ but he does not speak for later
‘conversations by 1 hns partner who wﬂl
’not answer calls, yiy ~vn o2 :
Pt Meanwhxle ther commlttee should
find out : why. the  information .on
leyan influence developed by a New-
“York. grand jury was never examined
by Justice in Washington, as urged in

.Chalrman John White’s meetmg with
‘the leyan Ambassador was: filmed by
the F.B.1,, *and was followed by a call
‘to the Deputy Secretary of State thats
‘Warren Chnstopher cannot .seem to
recall. In addition,; the ntelhgence in-
; erce%t*of the’ Libyans’ report of Lhe
. 7 Brzezinskl ‘‘assurances
 serves careful perusaT for the quahty

y
,Let’s not goJor blood. if the "mfor--
mal brief exchange" in theé Oyal Office
‘leading; toa’tip-off - and a- no-penalty
‘@ealfora lawbreaker is not seen asan
obstruction of justice; and if the week-
long lying’ by the* l’ll-nevephe-to-you
‘ White House and Attorney General is
-not seen as a coverup — then the Con-




